
CERVANTES, FROM MURCIA

How the celebrated Don Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, during his many trips, arrived in the city of Murcia and there he li-
ved for some time at the beginning of XVII century. He stayed in a boarding house near the Muslim wall, in Sagasta Street, 
in the neighborhood of San Andrés. Many years ago, a notice in that location recalled:

“In this place, and in an old inn existing here, Miguel de Cervantes spent one month in the year 1602. According to historian 
M. Oliver, here he wrote some passages of the Quijote, and was inspired to later write La Gitanilla”.

We invite you to follow his steps in our city and how it influenced his work.



  Cervantes visited Cartagena and Murcia, at least on three occa-
sions. In Cartagena he was twice to embark on two trips. The first 
one was in 1569, to Italy, fleeing the royal punishment for partici-
pating in a street fight; the second one in 1581, to Oran, as a mes-
senger and a real spy.

  He lived in the city of Murcia for one month in 1602 (A). Murcia 
was then a small town with an economy based on agriculture and 

in the important silk industry, which employed two-thirds of the 
population. Socially, it was a peasant society with a population of 
diverse origin: a Christian Catalan-Aragonese, rather than Casti-
lian, repopulation, with an important Moorish and Gypsy redoubt, 
especially in the valley of Ricote, as Cervantes himself shows us in 
La Gitanilla.

Model of Murcia in the seventeenth century. Museum of the City.

  In that Murcia of the early seventeenth century, highlighted wri-
ters like Francisco Cascales, Diego Saavedra Fajardo, Salvador 
Jacinto Polo de Medina, Gaspar Dávila or Ambrosio de Salazar. 
Cervantes was a character close to the reality of the Region; in fact 
he praised these writers and poets, “by the high level of production 
of those masters of writing”.

  Murcia already appears in chapter IV of the first part of the Don 
Quijote (1605). After being armed knight in the inn, the following 
day he tells his first adventure with “a great groupe of people, that, 
as it was later known, were merchants from Toledo who were going 
to buy silk from Murcia.” Don Quijote stops them by demanding 
that they recognize that Dulcinea is the most beautiful lady in the 
world, to which they refuse, so they end up giving a huge beating 

to the errant knight. The episode alludes to the most important 
industry that there was then in Murcia, the silk industry, whose 
remains we find in what is now La Sericícola in La Alberca, the 
abundant mulberries that populate the garden and the city and in 
the childish habit of raising silkworms.

  Cervantes knew firsthand the importance of Murcian silk, as it 
was a neighbor of two of the main neighborhoods occupied by se-
der workers, San Andrés (B), and the suburb of La Arrixaca, in 
San Esteban (C). In addition, he lived near the center of his trade: 
the Renaissance building of the Contraste de la Seda, in the Santa 
Catalina square, sadly demolished in 1932 and whose remains are 
in the Museum of Fine Arts (MUBAM).

Murcia in the Cervantine work

Cervantes’s visits to Murcia



 Cervantes approaches Murcia more deeply in the second part of 
El Quijote (1615), in chapter LIV, where the meeting of the Moor 
Ricote with Sancho Panza takes place: “How is it possible, Sancho 
Panza brother, that you don’t know your neighbor, Ricote the Moori-
sh, the shopkeeper of your place?”. To which Sancho replied: “Who 
the hell should know you, Ricote, in that dress of a moharracho that 
you bring? Tell me who made you franchote and how dare you return 
to Spain, where if they catch and know you, you’ll have a lot of bad 
luck”.

  This fragment refers to the expulsion of the Moors, as a conse-
quence of the decree of Felipe III of 1610. Ricote, Sancho’s friend, 
is not called like this by chance, because the valley of Ricote was 
the last stronghold of population of Muslim origin in Spain until 
its definitive expulsion in 1613. Impressed by it, Cervantes reflects 
it in El Quijote in the adventures of Ricote and his family.

“Battle of Lepanto” (1663-1665), by Juan de Toledo and Mateo Gilarte. Church of Santo Domingo de Murcia.

  Beyond El Quijote, Murcia reaches a major role in La Gitanilla 
(1613), one of its most important and extensive of exemplary no-
vels, constituting the portico of these dozen stories. It is a novel ba-
sed on the story of the trip, from Madrid to Murcia, a group of gyp-
sies, starring the Gitanilla, Preciosa, a girl educated by the gypsies 
and who lives playing and singing to gain their livelihood when a 
nobleman falls in love with her. To follow it and as proof of love, 
Andrés agrees to join his nomadic and marginal life, which ends in 
happy marriage between equals in Murcia, his city of origin (D).

  We find other traces of the figure of Cervantes in Murcia, as the 
picture of Lepanto hanging in the church of Santo Domingo (E), 

or an effigy of him in the University square. Also in the port of 
Cartagena is properly remembered, in fair reward to his laudatory 
verses collected in the Journey to Parnassus (1614).

  The image of Murcia that Cervantes shows us is that of a complex, 
border society, economically based on agriculture and the industry 
and trade of silk. Murcia as a place with an important intercultural 
component, being the territory of settlement of Moors or gypsies. 
A city and territory with ancient and important commercial ties 
with North Africa, especially with the Algerian Oran. It is a close 
relationship back and forth, maintained throughout the centuries.
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     “Freedom, Sancho, is one of the most precious 
gifts that men gave the heavens; with her can not 
match the treasures that surround the earth and 
the sea: for freedom, as well as for the honour, can 
you must venture life and, on the contrary, capti-
vity is the greatest evil that can come to the men”.

The Quixote, LVIII

Route of Cervantes
in Web IES Ingeniero

Route of Cervantes
in Google Maps


