
ALFONSO X, FROM MURCIA

If any Spanish King deserves the title of being Murcian, it would be Alfonso X, better known as the Wise King. For Murcia, 
It should be an honor to consider Don Alfonso as one of the greatest neighbours in history, the same is true of  another Mur-
cian wise individual, almost contemporary, Ibn Arabi. Both of them advocated for the coexistence and the search of wisdom 
and his example should be remembered, even today, as a style of life in these convulsive times.

Alfonso X lived and ruled for quite a long time in Murcia. Thus, he knew the famous  doctor Muhammad Al-Ricotí’s madra-
sa,  where  Arabic and Romance were taught. The Wise king promoted and supported the work,  the study and the collabora-
tion of Muslim, Jewish and Christian wise men, faithful to the spirit of  IbnArabi’s sufí ‘s Maxim: “My heart is capable of adopt 
all types of forms: it is a meadow for the gazelles and a cloister for the Christian monks, a temple for the idols and the Kaaba for 
the pilgrims, it is a vessel for  the Torah’s tables   and the Koran’s verses. Because my religion is love.”



Murcia was incorporated to the Castilian crown in 1243 as 
a protectorate under the kingdom of Aben Hud. After the 
revolt of the Moorish in 1264, Murcia was annexed using 
arms in 1266 by the Aragonese and Catalan’s troops of Jaime 
I, who later transfers the city to his son-in-law Alfonso X. 
Earlier, Jaime I converted the old great mosque in the new 
Christian cathedral, where the remains of the Castilian king 
will rest. The new king Alfonso granted Murcia in 1266 the 
status and privilege of  cityh, undertook the re-adjudication 
of the population in new sectors, as well as the transforma-

tion of many of its buildings, such as the church of San Juan 
on the old Royal Fortress (F).The same happened to the pa-
lace of Dar Al Sugra,  first transformed into a royal residence 
and later into the monastery of Las Claras (D). At the same 
time, he promoted new churches, such as Our Lady of the 
Arrixaca, in the homonymous suburb (C),where the image 
of the new  saint patron  was sheltered ,until the 18th century 
, when it was permanently accommodated In the chuch of 
San Andrés (A).
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   Culturally, in the thirteenth-century’s Murcia, it is neces-
sary to emphasize the creation of the new Alfonsí Study, with 
scholars of the three religious cultures, in the manner of the 
Toledo School or the madrasa of the master Al-Ricotí.In ad-
dition, in 1272 it is assumed that the Dominicans founded 
the General Study, with university teaching.The city of Mur-
cia is present in the work of Alfonso X, in several of his best 
known works, as it is the case of his legislative compilations, 
Las Partidas, drafted partly in Murcia. 

   The same thing happens with his poetry, his famous can-
tigas, as some were dedicated to the virgins of Arrixaca and 
Rosell. Alfonso X fell in love with towns such as Murcia, Car-
tagena, Lorca, Mula or Aledo, which he conquered and whe-
re he lived in different periods of his life.

   After his death, he rewarded the loyalty shown by the Mur-
cians during his reign, arranging that his heart will rest in 
the cathedral. In correspondence, this appears in the center 
of the capital shield, surrounded by seven crowns, of which 
four were granted by him to the city. We also find his figure 
in the coat of arms of the University of Murcia.

Murcia during the Alphonsine’s work
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Alfonso X´s  funeral urn in the altar of the Cathedral of Murcia



The Alphonsine songs 
and the Marian cult
  Alfonso X is the main responsible for the introduction 
of the most important Marian cults in our land. In fact, 
the legend says that he brought to Murcia the images of 
the virgins and patrons from the most important cities 
and the region. Thus, the Virgin of the Arrixaca in Mur-
cia, the Virgin of the Rosell in Cartagena and the Virgin 
of the Huertas in Lorca are images of cult linked to the 
Wise King. These are three small gothic carvings, very 
similar works, to which also he composed songs in their 
honor. 

   The songs of Saint Mary constitute a magnificent exam-
ple of the scriptorium of Alfonso X. They form a promi-
nent part of the literary current of Marian exaltation of 
his time, in the manner of the Miracles of Our Lady of 
Gonzalo de Berceo or the Miracles of Nostre Dame of the 
Frenchman Gautier of Coincy. The songs are a jewel of 
Galician-Portuguese literature, accompanied by its own 
musical scores and shaped for its preservation in mag-
nificent medieval miniatures.

   They are preserved in four different copies: the Tole-
dano Codex, the Musicians Codex, the Rico Codex and 
the Florence Codex. The existence of several copies of 
this work shows his intention of preservation and per-
manent improvement of poetic work. 

  The set of songs is built on a hundred poems of prai-
se and narratives of miracles attributed to the Virgin, 
accompanied by their respective musical compositions 
and preceded by an explanatory title, a prologue and a 
personal prayer of the king, known as petition. To the 
central corpus are added the five feasts of Santa Maria, 
five poems dedicated to Jesus Christ, and sixteen more 
poems. 

   Without any doubt, the literary relationship of Alfon-
so X with Murcia is very important. The highlight of 
this relationship is found in the group of song de San-
ta María related to Murcia. Of all, the most valuable is 
the song 169, the song of Arrixaca, which belongs to the 
group of those in which the monarch relates events that 
occurred during his life time and are known by him. We 
also have to mention song 239, where a neighbour from 
Murcia is rescued from  hardship by the intervention of 
the Virgin, reflecting an European tradition present in 
other works. 

   Another group of songs  refer to Cartagena, like the 
229 and the 339, dedicated to each miracle attributed to 
the Rosell’s Virgin. Finally, there are a serie of songs that 
refer to characters who lived in Murcia in times of the 
Wise King,as the one related to the painter Pedro Lo-
renzo, the 377; Or the 375, which talks about the notary 
Bonamic Zavila; Or the 382, whose main character is 
Ramon of Rocafull. 
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